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Sondev's son Kamchandra Nillcanth. He rose in time to be
the latter's confidential secretary. Afterwards he received
a military command and distinguished himself by the
escalade of Panhala. For this and many subsequent feats
of arms Rajaram honoured him. with the title of Shamsher
Bahadm*, or the Samson of bravery. This gallant soldier
was the ancestor of that admirable artist and courtly
gentleman, the Pant Pratinidhi, chief of Aundh1.

In 1693 the Marathas destroyed or took a number of
detachments, Several of these actions have been graphically
described by Khafi Khan. In turn Santaji Ghorpade
captured and held to ransom Ismail Khan, Rust am Khan.
Ali Mardau Khan, and Jannisar Khan. According to the
Musulman historian, so great was the terror of his name
"that there was no imperial Amir bold enough to resist
him and every loss he inflicted made the imperial forces
quake." The emperor was at his wits' end and said in
public that "The creature could do nothing, for everything
was in the hands of God." After this confession of impotence
he decided to relieve Zulfikar Khan of his command in
front of Jinji. This he did in the cold weather of 1693
and ordered Zulfikar Khan to serve under his youngest
son, prince Kam Baksh, whom he tent there with a fresh
army. The veteran general was infuriated at his super-
session. Although lie and hits staff wont out with all
respect, to receive the prince, he did his utmost to frustrate
his plans and to inflame against him the minds of his
brother officers. He was especially successful in exciting
against Kam Baksh, Jaindat ul Mulk, who was in charge of
the civil government of the surrounding country, and
Nasrat Jang, whose duty it was to collect the revenue.
They declined to recognise the authority of the prince and
took upon themselves to reprimand him for some youthful
indiscretion, Kam Baksh appealed to the emperor, but he

*The Aundh chiefs still worslup Farrati at Sakhargad under the name of
Bakhargad mvasini or she who dwells at Sakhargad. Parashumm rcmved the
title of Mukhva PradhwUn 160fi.